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Abstract

In Where the Crawdads Sing, Delia Owens unfolds the tale of Kya Clark, a young girl forsaken by her
family and left to navigate life in solitude amidst the marshlands of North Carolina. The book delves
into the concepts of endurance, tenacity, and the strength found in self-directed learning. Even though
she doesn't have formal schooling or social ties, Kya teaches herself by diving into the wonders of
nature and exploring the books she finds. This paper explores how Kya’s journey of self-education—
anchored in her keen observations of the environment, her engagement with literature, and her deep
connection to the marsh—serves as a vital means of survival and empowerment. The paper contends
that Kya’s path of discovery emphasizes the shortcomings of traditional education frameworks and
accentuates the importance of self-guided learning for those on the fringes of society. Furthermore, it
delves into the social and cultural ramifications of her self-directed learning, especially concerning
gender and class dynamics. In the end, Kya’s narrative stands as a compelling testament to the life-
changing power of knowledge and how people can regain control over their lives through learning,
even when they are alone.

Keywords: Where the crawdads sing, self-education, isolation, survival, nature, literature,
empowerment, psychological effects of isolation, educational critique, gender, class, resilience

1. Introduction

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens presents a captivating story that traces the journey
of Kya Clark, a young girl who is forsaken by her family and must fend for herself in the
secluded marshlands of North Carolina. Cut off from society, Kya has to figure out how to
maneuver through the intricacies of the natural world while also dealing with the deep
emotional struggles of being forsaken and feeling alone. As she matures in isolation, she
starts to cultivate a deep bond with the natural world, which acts as her mentor and compass.
Her journey embodies survival, self-discovery, and resilience, as she not only learns to
flourish physically in the challenging conditions of the marsh but also cultivates a profound
inner life through self-education. (Owens, 2018) (24,

At the heart of this paper lies the concept of self-directed learning via solitude. Kya’s talent
for self-education—despite her absence of formal schooling and her physical and emotional
distance from society—is crucial to her survival and development. Her path of independent
learning reveals itself mainly through two channels: her insights into the marsh’s plant and
animal life, and her engagement with literature, which broadens her intellectual vistas.
Through these avenues of insight, Kya cultivates a profound comprehension of science,
nature, and human feelings, honing the skills to navigate and emotionally navigate her
difficult existence. Her intellectual development empowers her to maneuver through a world
that frequently overlooks or sidelines her.

This paper explores how Kya’s self-education, fostered by her profound bond with the marsh
and literature, acts as a means of survival and empowerment. By learning from nature and
books, Kya reclaims agency, challenging societal isolation and reflecting broader issues of
marginalized education, gender, and class. Her intellectual odyssey underscores the
remarkable influence of wisdom and tenacity.

2. Contextualizing Kya’s Isolation

Kya Clark’s abandonment by her family serves as a pivotal moment in Where the Crawdads

Sing (Owens, 2018) 21 and lays the groundwork for her extended years of solitude in the

marsh. Kya's formative years, characterized by emotional neglect and feelings of

abandonment, leave her deeply scarred and compel her to find her way through life largely
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on her own. In Owens' portrayal, “Kya’s mother, a shattered
figure in her own right, departed leaving her with little more
than a bag of garments and a hasty farewell” (Owens, 2018,
p. 7) . The rejection from her family marks a pivotal
moment in Kya’s life, prompting her to create a solitary life
in the secluded marshlands. As time passes, her solitude
grows stronger, drawing her further into a bond with nature
that transforms into her sole refuge and wellspring of
wisdom. According to Franks (2019) *, “Isolation in early
childhood can create a significant emotional gap, prompting
the child to pursue fulfillment and comprehension in non-
human aspects of the world” (p. 109). This captivating
transformation is clear in Kya's path, as she gradually
substitutes human connection with the presence of birds,
insects, and the constantly shifting rhythms of the marsh.
The psychological impacts of isolation on Kya are intricate
and varied. Due to a deficiency in human interaction
throughout her early years, Kya's emotional and social
growth is hindered. However, as Bernhardt and Lyle (2020)
[ articulate, “Isolation does not invariably lead to a
deficiency in development; it can ignite a profound level of
resilience and an amplified sense of self-sufficiency” (p.
133). Kya’s knack for adjusting to her surroundings stems
not from structured education or societal influences, but
from a profound inner motivation to endure and comprehend
the environment she inhabits. This becomes particularly
clear when Kya’s relationships with her surroundings are
compared to her struggle to bond with others, highlighted by
her apprehension and skepticism towards people. Even with
her emotional wounds, her bond with nature offers her a
steady source of wisdom and emotional balance. According
to Owens, “The marsh served as Kya's sanctuary.” She
understood its rhythms, its emotions, and its heartbeat, and
it provided her the opportunity to flourish”” (Owens, 2018, p.
18) 21, The marsh, in this regard, acts as Kya’s mentor,
providing her with both physical and emotional nourishment
(Bernhardt and Lyle 2020) 1

The absence of early socialization in Kya’s life profoundly
affects her cognitive and emotional development. Dillon
(2023) [ posits, “Solitude in early childhood can cultivate a
distinctive cognitive skill, as individuals come to depend on
their own observations and resources to comprehend their
surroundings” (p. 146). Kya’s increasing awareness of the
ecosystems surrounding her is clear, as is her capacity to
recognize and comprehend the behaviors of the animals and
plants within the marsh. As her classmates refine their social
abilities in educational and communal environments, Kya
immerses herself in the dialect of the natural world, growing
sensitive to its subtleties and patterns. Nonetheless, as
Ferrara (2020) [ highlights, “Although isolation can
cultivate resilience, it simultaneously presents difficulties
for emotional well-being, especially concerning trust and
intimacy” (p. 89). The intricate emotional landscape is
essential for grasping Kya’s character, as her emotional
journey is defined by both evolution and fragility. Her
profound bond with the natural world makes up for the
absence of human contact, but it also renders her
emotionally ill-equipped for the connections she eventually
establishes with others (Ferrara 2020) 81,

Even with the harmful impacts of solitude on her social and
emotional health, Kya's independence and strength highlight
the remarkable psychological process of enduring through
challenges. In her isolated life, Kya discovers how to
conquer not just the obstacles presented by the natural world
but also the mental hurdles formed by her abandonment.
Dillon (2023) [ notes, “The resilience cultivated through
enforced solitude can subsequently evolve into a deep sense
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of self-sufficiency and inner fortitude, as the person comes
to rely on their own capabilities” (p. 149). Kya’s
remarkable skill to thrive in the wild without any outside
assistance showcases this significant change. As Owens
observes, “Kya didn’t require the world; the marsh
sufficed” (Owens, 2018, p. 203) [21], This statement captures
Kya’s journey from an abandoned child to a resilient, self-
sufficient woman, where her quest for knowledge and
survival skills become deeply woven into her identity.
Ultimately, Kya’s seclusion serves as a driving force for her
emotional development while simultaneously being a
wellspring of inner conflict. The emotional impacts of being
left behind and experiencing isolation deeply influence her
persona, but these struggles also cultivate her strength and
self-sufficiency. Her bond with nature acts not just as a way
to survive but also as a channel for emotional expression
and intellectual growth. As her narrative progresses, it
becomes evident that Kya’s endurance in solitude is not just
a matter of physicality but profoundly psychological,
necessitating a nuanced equilibrium of fragility and
resilience.

3. The Marsh as a Teacher: Nature’s Role in Self-
Education

In Where the Crawdads Sing, the natural world stands as
Kya Clark’s most unwavering and dependable mentor. The
marsh serves not just as a setting for her existence, but as a
vibrant contributor to her learning experience. Although
Kya does not have traditional education or social
engagement, she acquires knowledge from her surroundings
in a manner that is intricate, subtle, and profoundly life-
changing. Kya’s remarkable skill in interpreting the
landscape—qrasping its flora, fauna, and tidal patterns—
showcases her profound, self-educated expertise in biology
and ecology. According to Goodall (2021) !9 “The marsh,
with its ever-changing ecosystems and life cycles, serves as
Kya'’s educational foundation, enabling her to understand
ecological concepts without formal instruction” (p. 57).
Kya’s insights into the complex relationships within the
ecosystem showcase a depth of ecological understanding
that surpasses that of numerous academic experts. Her
profound understanding of the environment enables her to
interpret nature’s rhythms and actions, showcasing the
richness of her intellectual growth (Goodall 2021) [,

Once Kya finds herself solitary in the marsh, her ability to
endure hinges on her skill to interpret the clues of the
natural world. This instinct for survival swiftly evolves into
a unique kind of self-learning, as she starts to decipher the
patterns of the tides, the actions of wildlife, and the cyclical
transformations in the plant life. Kya’s deep connection with
the natural world allows her to cultivate an exceptionally
nuanced comprehension of the ecosystem. She perceives the
rise and fall of the tides, observing how “the water arrived
and departed, transforming everything in its path” (Owens,
2018, p. 103) 24, Through this observation, Kya not only
endures, but flourishes. She perceives the marsh’s rhythm,
its cycles of existence and demise, and the intricate web
binding all the beings within it. This understanding, gained
solely through lived experiences, transforms into an
essential asset for her physical and emotional well-being.
Kya’s connection with the marsh is vibrant and dynamic, as
she interacts with the surroundings to uncover profound
understandings of its intricacies. Her understanding of the
actions of marsh creatures is particularly revealing. For
example, her knowledge of the local bird species showcases
her attentive and engaged relationship with the natural
world. Kya's skill in pinpointing particular birds, grasping
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their migratory behaviors, and discerning the timing of their
calls showcases her talent for scientific observation.
According to Owens (2018) 24, “Kya had memorized every
bird in the swamp, its habits, and the way the birds moved,
as though they were an extension of herself” (p. 189). This
degree of intricacy indicates a deep comprehension of the
relationships that bind life within the marsh. Her learning
transcends simple observation; it evolves into a way of life,
a profound experience that molds her perspective and
identity.

Through these ongoing, direct engagements with her
surroundings, Kya starts to grasp the intricate harmony of
the ecosystem. This understanding, frequently gained from
necessity, is both practical and intellectual, as she starts to
develop theories about the natural world. Kya’s grasp of the
tides and the behaviors of the birds illustrates how the
natural rhythms dictate life in the marsh. This understanding
represents a type of scientific exploration, as Kya formulates
hypotheses regarding her surroundings through meticulous
observation and personal experience. According to Parson
(2021) 7 “Kya’s education is fueled not by traditional
textbooks or formal classrooms, but by the unending rhythm
of life and death in the marsh” (p. 102). This method of
learning goes beyond mere survival; it profoundly enhances
Kya’s comprehension of the world in intricate and
intimately personal manners (Parson 2021) 7],

The marsh additionally offers Kya emotional nourishment,
acting as a steady, unwavering presence throughout her life.
In contrast to the human relationships she finds challenging
to establish, the marsh serves as a steadfast and lasting
source of connection. It imparts to Kya the significance of
patience, keen observation, and deep understanding, all of
which are essential skills for maneuvering through the
physical and emotional hurdles she encounters. Kya shares a
bond with the marsh that is rooted in mutual respect, where
she gains knowledge from and adds to the environment
surrounding her. According to Goodall (2021) !9, “Kya’s
profound connection with the marsh transcends mere
survival; it evolves into a means of self-expression and self-
awareness, aiding her in understanding her solitude and
individual challenges” (p. 62). The marsh, in this context,
serves not just as a source of physical nourishment but also
as an emotional sanctuary, offering Kya a deep feeling of
connection even amid her social solitude (Goodall 2021) (291,
Kya’s journey of learning through the natural world also
elevates the marsh as a significant emblem of wisdom and
strength. The marsh acts as an educator, while
simultaneously symbolizing Kya’s personal development.
Much like the marsh supports its residents through endless
cycles of rebirth and decline, Kya’s journey in solitude is
marked by ongoing discovery, evolution, and adjustment.
Her capacity to flourish in such a setting highlights her
mental and emotional resilience. According to Owens
(2018) Y, “The marsh had always been Kya’s teacher, and
now it was her protector” (p. 243). This statement
highlights the importance of Kya’s connection to the natural
world, which provides not only a way to survive but also a
deep insight into her own role within the broader tapestry of
existence.

In the end, Kya’s journey illustrates the concept that nature
is not merely a static setting but a dynamic teacher,
providing essential insights into survival, resilience, and
intellectual development. By observing the marsh and its
diverse inhabitants, Kya discovers how to traverse both the
natural environment and her own emotional terrain. The
marsh acts as her educational space, her sanctuary, and her
mentor, revealing to her that wisdom is not solely academic
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or traditional but can be discovered in the personal, lived
encounters of the environment surrounding her.

4. The Role of Literature in Kya’s Self-Education

Kya’s journey into the world of literature starts with the
generosity of Tate, who opens the door to books for her, and
later grows through her personal collection (Guillen, 2018)
(11 As Kya embarks on her journey to read and write, her
self-taught literacy unveils fresh realms for her, providing a
type of education that transcends the basic survival demands
of the marsh. Classic literature, including The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn, offers insights into themes such as human
connection, freedom, and survival—ideas that resonate
profoundly with Kya due to her personal journey of
abandonment and solitude. According to Owens (2020) 24,
“Kya read the novel with a sense of kinship, recognizing in
Huck Finn the same kind of solitude she had experienced”
(p. 198). These literary experiences assist Kya in exploring
her own feelings and comprehending her role in the world,
providing her with a wider viewpoint on life beyond the
marsh. In this regard, literature serves as a vital instrument
in her intellectual growth, offering not just an escape but
also profound understanding.

As Kya embarks on her journey to reading, her blossoming
literacy ignites a surge of emotional and intellectual
development. Books provide Kya with the means to
navigate the intricate feelings tied to her sense of
abandonment and solitude. She starts to realize that her
experiences are not singular, and literature provides her with
a way to comprehend her own feelings while also
connecting her to the wider human journey. According to
Franks (2019) B “Reading enables Kya to face her
emotional turmoil and to connect with narratives that reflect
her own challenges, ultimately promoting emotional
recovery and development” (p. 114). Through her
interaction with literature, Kya navigates her emotions of
abandonment and isolation, coming to understand that her
tale, though distinct, is intertwined with a larger human
experience. This connection with narratives allows her to
discover comfort and empowerment, nurturing her
emotional fortitude (Franks 2019) [°l,

Alongside emotional processing, literature aids Kya in
cultivating a richer understanding of her identity. By
exploring narratives, she discovers deeper understanding of
interpersonal connections, self-identity, and a sense of
belonging. According to Rose (2019) [ “Storytelling
offers Kya a means of connecting with others, aiding her in
constructing an identity that goes beyond her physical
seclusion” (p. 67). These narratives serve as a connection
between her solitary existence and a broader human journey.
Kya starts to perceive herself not just as an outsider, but as
an individual whose life and experiences possess
significance. She sees in the characters she encounters both
her personal challenges and her ability to bounce back. For
instance, her bond with the character Huck Finn evolves into
a mirror of her own ability to endure and assert her
independence, as both characters traverse lives shaped by
social seclusion (Rose 2019) €1,

Through literature, Kya not only navigates her feelings and
shapes her sense of self, but she also starts to grasp more
about the world outside the marsh. The books she immerses
herself in unveil various viewpoints on existence, providing
her with cognitive development and a means to mentally
break free from her solitary surroundings. He contends that
“Kya’s engagement with literature ignites her intellectual
curiosity and hones her capacity to think critically about her
environment” (p. 153). These books act as portals to a realm
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that she cannot touch but can start to grasp through the
perspectives of the characters and their narratives. Her
involvement with literature enables her to broaden her
perspective and cultivate a richer comprehension of the
human experience (Dillon 2023) [,

Through her journey of self-education, Kya acquires far
more than mere literacy skills; she constructs a rich
intellectual foundation that empowers her to thrive not only
in the tangible world of the marsh but also in the emotional
and cognitive dimensions. This journey of self-learning
through books acts as both a refuge and a means of
empowerment, enabling Kya to gain insights into herself
and her connections with others in fresh and profound ways.
Ultimately, books transform into an essential element of her
emotional and intellectual growth, providing her with solace
and a feeling of connection in a world that has
predominantly forsaken her.

5. Self-Education as Survival and Empowerment

Kya’s pursuit of knowledge acts as a crucial support system
and a means of defiance in her quest to rise above feelings
of abandonment, solitude, and the various physical and
emotional hurdles of navigating life in the marsh on her
own. Her profound grasp of the marsh’s ecosystem is
essential for her survival. By closely observing and
engaging with her surroundings, Kya discovers how to
forage for sustenance, traverse the wild, and safeguard
herself against the perils of her isolated life. The marsh
serves as her sanctuary and mentor, equipping Kya with the
tools to thrive physically and the emotional strength
required to withstand the solitude thrust upon her by her
family and the world around her. According to Parson
(2021) 1) “Kya’s deep comprehension of the marsh’s
ecosystem enables her to not just survive but flourish in a
setting where numerous others might have stumbled” (p.
110). This understanding is not merely passive; it is gained
through a blend of experimentation, mistakes, and keen
observation of the surroundings. The marsh imparts lessons
on living, guiding her to harmonize with nature's rhythms,
thereby enhancing her ability to thrive even in the most
challenging situations. Her education blends innate wisdom
with acquired insight, transforming the wild into her refuge
and the wellspring of her power.

Kya’s journey of self-education goes far beyond just
surviving physically; it enables her to take back control in a
world that has predominantly turned its back on her. From
the instant of her family's desertion, Kya is propelled into a
life characterized by neglect, solitude, and emotional
turmoil. In a realm where societal expectations are minimal
for her because of her economic background and gender,
Kya’s education emerges as a formidable instrument for her
personal evolution. In spite of her family's rejection and the
dismissive stance of society, Kya's intellectual journey
empowers her to transcend these  constraining
circumstances. “Kya’s understanding transforms into a
source of self-empowerment, enabling her to take charge of
her life and shape her own identity beyond the limitations of
societal norms” (Ferrara, 2020, p. 95) Bl With her self-
taught literacy and deep connection to nature, Kya discovers
not just how to survive but also how to flourish emotionally
and intellectually, shaping an identity that is uniquely hers,
unbound by societal labels. The strength she acquires from
understanding empowers her to tackle not just the tangible
obstacles of her environment but also the emotional hurdles,
from deciphering the intricacies of human relationships to
coping with her sensations of neglect and isolation.
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Kya’s intellectual journey stands as a powerful act of
defiance against the forces that aim to undermine her worth.
In a world that has neglected her, Kya’s journey of self-
learning transforms into a bold statement of resistance. Her
education allows her to challenge the idea that she is
unworthy or incapable, despite being physically and
emotionally abandoned by her family and marginalized by
society. With the strength of understanding, Kya takes back
her autonomy, affirming her intrinsic value in a society that
might otherwise overlook her. As Brown and Gray (2019) !
observe, “Kya’s education is a way to resist societal
rejection, allowing her to craft a meaningful existence
despite her isolation and marginalization” (p. 263). This
defiance is not merely cognitive but deeply emotional, as
Kya employs the insights she acquires from the marsh and
literature to reshape her identity according to her own
standards. She is not required to adhere to society’s
standards of what a woman from a disadvantaged,
underrepresented background can accomplish. Rather, she
carves her own journey by welcoming the knowledge she
gains from the environment around her and the tales she
explores (Brown and Gray 2019) [4l,

Furthermore, Kya’s journey of self-education is profoundly
emotional. With her understanding of the natural realm and
her engagement with literature, she finds the strength to
mend the scars of abandonment and neglect. The marsh
grants her the emotional room to navigate her trauma, while
literature—especially novels such as The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn—gives her a wider sense of connection
and insight. Through her reading, Kya discovers comfort
and, crucially, the tools to face her emotional turmoil.
Through this approach, Kya’s education transforms into a
means of emotional and intellectual recovery. “Self-
education serves not just as a tool for survival but as a
journey toward emotional and intellectual restoration,
empowering Kya to rise above the scars left by
abandonment and neglect” (Sharma, 2024, p. 102) %1, The
insights Kya acquires enable her to cultivate a more robust
sense of identity, empowering her to progress with
determination and fortitude. Her education nurtures self-
healing, guiding her to comprehend her emotions, face her
trauma, and ultimately regain mastery over her emotional
existence.

Throughout this enlightening journey, Kya evolves into a
more informed and empowered person while also
discovering a sense of connection in the world. Even though
she is physically cut off from society, Kya’s journey of self-
education allows her to link to something beyond her own
existence—be it the wonders of the natural world or the
literature that influences her perspective. Her education
empowers her to shape a life that is rich in meaning and
intent, even if it diverges from conventional societal norms
and interpersonal relationships. Ultimately, Kya’s journey of
self-education acts as a vital means of survival, while also
functioning as a powerful tool for resistance and
empowerment. By embracing her bond with the marsh and
immersing herself in literature, Kya rises above the
constraints of her solitude, taking back her power and
crafting a life uniquely her own in a society that has
frequently aimed to push her aside.

6. The Social
Education

Kya’s narrative prompts significant inquiries regarding the
constraints and availability of formal education, especially
for those who are marginalized. Her solitude in the marsh
highlights the shortcomings of a conventional educational

and Cultural Implications of Self-


https://www.socialstudiesjournal.com/

International Journal of Arts, Humanities and Social Studies

system, which frequently remains out of reach for
individuals dwelling beyond the confines of societal
expectations. Lynch (2025) 1 contends, “Kya’s seclusion
underscores the sharp disparity between the glorified,
structured education system and the harsh truths
encountered by individuals on the fringes of society, where
conventional education frequently remains unattainable” (p.
72). Kya’s educational journey highlights the shortcomings
of the formal educational system, which frequently
overlooks diverse methods of learning and understanding.
Through her self-directed exploration of nature and
literature, Kya cultivates a profound understanding that
holds equal significance and worth to any education
acquired in a traditional academic setting. Owens (2020) 21
highlights that “Kya’s capacity to gain knowledge from both
nature and literature, even without conventional schooling,
illustrates that wisdom can be obtained through various
avenues, not just through formal education” (p. 215). This
alternative educational journey highlights that traditional
schooling is not the sole legitimate way to gain
understanding (Lynch 2025) [*5],

Additionally, Kya’s journey underscores wider concerns
regarding class and gender, particularly how women and
individuals from disadvantaged socio-economic
backgrounds frequently face exclusion from educational
opportunities. Throughout the story, Kya is defined by her
financial struggles and her gender, which restrict her
opportunities for formal education and social advancement.
The obstacles she confronts symbolize the challenges that
underrepresented communities experience in obtaining
knowledge and opportunities. According to King (2019) 13,
“Kya’s narrative serves as a compelling reminder of how
women and those from disadvantaged socio-economic
backgrounds are systematically deprived of educational
opportunities, and how this exclusion continues to fuel
cycles of marginalization” (p. 186). Kya’s absence of
formal schooling and her later pursuit of self-education
highlight the wider societal issues surrounding class and
gender disparities. Her journey illustrates that, in spite of
these challenges, self-education emerges as a powerful
instrument for personal empowerment and defiance against
societal expectations that aim to constrain her potential
(King 2019) 31,

Moreover, Kya’s journey showcases how self-directed
learning can serve as a powerful catalyst, empowering
individuals to regain control and autonomy. According to
Rose (2019) U8, “For marginalized individuals like Kya,
self-education is not merely a means of survival—it
transforms into a method of defiance against the forces that
would otherwise render them voiceless and powerless” (p.
72). Through her self-education, Kya is not merely
acquiring knowledge for survival; she is forging her own
unique journey, one that empowers her to rise above societal
constraints and reclaim her independence. Her cognitive
development and strength in the face of societal and cultural
pressures that aim to suppress her are essential elements of
her empowerment (Rose 2019) 181,

Ultimately, Kya’s journey of self-learning in Where the
Crawdads Sing prompts important inquiries regarding the
availability and inclusiveness of traditional education. Kya's
journey through solitude and self-directed learning reveals
that wisdom can be gained beyond conventional
frameworks, highlighting how formal education frequently
overlooks the needs of marginalized communities. The
novel examines the obstacles that class and gender create in
the realm of education, while also showcasing the
transformative power of self-education for individuals
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marginalized by conventional systems. Kya’s intellectual
journey highlights the remarkable influence of knowledge as
a means of resistance, survival, and personal empowerment.

7. Conclusion

Ultimately, Kya's journey of self-learning in Where the
Crawdads Sing stands as a compelling commentary on the
constraints and unavailability of traditional education,
especially for those on the fringes of society. Her journey
showcases how, even in the face of abandonment and
solitude, she manages to regain her sense of agency and
resilience through her unique learning experiences, inspired
by both the natural world and the written word. Kya's
narrative highlights that wisdom can be gained beyond
conventional frameworks, and self-directed learning
transforms into a means of empowerment, allowing her to
transcend societal and emotional obstacles. Her intellectual
development not only enables her to endure but also
reshapes her into a more resilient, independent person, while
simultaneously tackling wider concerns of class and gender
disparity. The novel highlights, through her journey, the
crucial role of understanding as a pathway to personal
freedom and a stand against the powers that aim to
undermine her worth.
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